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708 NATIONAL STANDARD BUiILDING
HousTON TEXAS

Joplin, Missouri
October 5, 1842

Mr. George R, Brown
Brown & Root, Ino,
P, Oo Box 8
Houston, Texas

Dear My, Browm;

On Tuesday of this week, Mr, George Butler telephonsd me
from Houston that he had received a favorable reaction to owr project from
the War Production Board in conference with ¥r, Page in Washington, Mr,
Butler said that Mr, Page had stated that if our reserves ware what we
thought they were,when the final reports wers made, the money could be
found to develop same, Mr. Butler further advissd that Mr, Page wanted
us to work in closs cooperation with the Bureau of Mines enginsers here
and any War Production Board men pressent in Joplin, Mr, Butler said that
hs had advised you of this and that you had told him to tell me to go
ahead, Upon receipt of this advice I did the followings

I immediately told Bill Stewert to go ahsad and make a
complete report on the area, By the way, Otto Ruhl, BEngineser for the
Bureau of Mines who is thoroughly conversant with this area and is sold
on its possibilities, is working in cloas cooperation with Bill in his
office here, Hs has atated that he will adopt the Bame reserves in his
report that he and Bill jointly work out, This is "right domn our alley"”
becauss if the resarves are not thare we o not want to touch it, If
the reserves are tharse, however, Ruhl's ssparate report which goes
directly to the War Production Board by colnciding with ours, should make
it easy for us to obtain the necesgary monesy in Washington according to
¥r. Pags's stetement to Mr, Butler,

I sent out at oncs to securs churn drilling and production
data, To date, I have secursd complete logs on at least 800 churm drill
holes in ths area and considerable production data. All of this I am
turning over to Ruhl and Stewart, togethsr with various maps, This in-
formation is being transferred to their working sheets, I have instructed
Stewart to have his organisation construct a General Map of the area
showing the property ownership, outline of the surveyed development to
date, location of shafts, core holes, roads, pumping plants and all othar
pertinent data,

In addition to the above, I am having Mr, Stewert construct
Detailed Maps, scaled 1 ineh equals 200 feet, of the verious properties.
It will take about three detailed maps to cover the same area shown on
the General Map, On this Detailed Map will be placed all pertinent data
with refarsnce to water levels, drainage, sea-lsvel data on varions ore
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horisons, drill hole data, etc, On thess meps will be our reserves and
all ssagential data, We are also tying in by swrvey, oertain shafts and will
have to run some levels, not many, to get elevations on some core holes
and shafts that we do not already have, In the fisld in the meantime, we
are checking up on all drainags so that we may obtain the best location for
the various pumps, & tentative location for the central mill site, etc,

In obteining data on various pumping units, I am securing the
data from Quy Waring, operator of the ppen pit in Oronogea, who has been very

helpful,

Mr. Butler suggested that I endeavor to obtain an option on the
Bagle Pitcher "Bird Dog 2400 Ton Mill", I may do that this coming week,
I have not wanted to contact Potter of the Eagle Pitcher, 2a hs may not de
cooperative, until after wa have the major part of our leases signed up.
1 am making a trip the fore part of this coming week up into Kansas whers
there is a large mill ownad by a coal company which has an sstimated capecity
of 5000 tons and also a gravity cons that would fit right into ouwr picture
if it can be obtained, Harry Easley thinks we can purchase it, Rill
Stewart tells me, however, they are putiing ore through it at the present
time, I have instructed Harry Easley, who kmows the ommers very well, to
gontact then and get their rsaction to the sale of this wmill, He has
prouised to do this Monday or Tuesday. If the reaction is favorable, I
will take Jack and Bill over there with me and we will inspect ths plant,
Then if I can get an option at a reasonable price, I will contact you and
get your authorization to take an option on the property., At that time
I can also obtain an expression from you as to how long the option should
run. My guess is gixty days but I do not know if they would want to tie wp
their plant for that period of time, If I am not successful with refesrence
to this mill, I will"take the bull by the horna®™ and go ses George Potter
of the Eagle Pitochsr. Harry Easley will accompany me as he may be helpful
The Bureau of Mines men hers have stated that they will help in every
possible way to secure a mill provided this trade goes over.

I am staying in behind Harry Easley and through him, the rest
of the landowners in getting their lsases in the bank, I am trying to
contact the major landowners myself and am leaving the small ones to Harry
Easley because every time you see a small lindowner hs wants some modification
to the contract and I f£ind it better to atay in ths background as a result,

Ons of the large landowners in this area is the Indspendent
Gravel Company. Mr, Reynolds of this company wants to meke a proposition
to us with reference to all crushed rock and chats as one of his considerations
for signing his lease. I have told him to make his proposition in writing
ard I will pubmit it to you, We can than give him a definite answer, I
am not as familiar as you with rock and chat situations but I have an idea
he 1s trylng to drive a hard bargain, However we can discuss this situation
when I come to Houston,
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I have paid all of my accounts to date and have chscked
out practically all yowr money from ths Joplin National Bank in paying
these bllls, Yesterday I drew the first check on the Webb City Bank in
paylng Bill Stewart's bill up to October lst, I have all the receipts
Mr, Burkhardt esked for and will bring them with me when I come to
Houston, By then I will have chscked out the last of the money in the
Joplin National Bank and will account for it to Mr, Burkhardt.

It is my hope to be in Houston Thuraday or Friday of the
coming week if by then I have everything flowing smoothly hare so that
I can get away for several days. At your comvenience, I would like to
have a oonference with you and outline indéteil all we are trying to do.
I will leave my car up here and travel back by train, My "secretary" is
leaving for home today as I will be in Springfield over Sunday chscking
up on a prospect McMillan of the Bureau of Mines mentioned, I doubt if
it has much merit but we do not want to overlook any bets. I am taking
along Carl Plumb, .-from Bill Stewart's office, who is familiar with the
area, Mrs, Cashin and I entertained McMillan the other evening when hs
was over from Rolla and he meemed to appreciats it as he remarked that
it was certainly the pleasantest evening bhs had ever spent in Joplin., I
believe we made a friend of him which may not hurt down the line, He is
a peculiar type and takes careful handling.

Until further advised, you may reach me here,
With kindest personal regards and best wishes, I am,

Very sincerely yowrs
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cy M, Cashin
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